
GENERAL LESSON PLAN TEMPLATE 
FOUR CORNERS TEACHING AMERICAN HISTORY (TAH) 

Use this Lesson Plan template to describe your lesson. You can add or modify this form as needed to provide 
instructions to other teachers about how to conduct the lesson.  
 

PART 1: LESSON OVERVIEW 
 
A. Identify Yourself 

Your Name:  Sherrie Gallegos 
Your School & District:  Mesa Alta Jr. High, Bloomfield School District, Bloomfield, NM 

 
B. Describe Your Lesson Plan 

Lesson Title: World War One 
Grade Level:  7th Grade 
Length (time or class sessions): 2 sessions 
Lesson Summary (1-3 sentences):  This is an introductory lesson about World War One.  It includes 
Central and Allied Powers, European causes, Unrestrictive submarine warfare, Zimmerman Telegram, 
America’s involvement, and Eastern and Western Fronts 

 
C. Describe the Learning Objectives 
If you use the state content standards, what standards does this lesson address? 
(State Content Standards: http://www.ped.state.nm.us/standards/) 

English Language Development (if appropriate): 
1. English language learners communicate information, ideas and concepts necessary for academic 

success in the content area of social studies 
 

Language Arts (if appropriate): 
1.  
 

Social Studies: (required): 
1. 1A.7.4  Students will explore and explain how people and events have influenced the 

development of New Mexico up to present day:  describe how important individuals, groups and 
events impacted the development of New Mexico from 16th century to the present (e.g., Don Juan de 
Oñate, Don Diego de Vargas, pueblo revolt, Popé, 1837 revolt, 1848 rebellion, treaty of Guadalupe 
Hildago, William Becknell and the Santa Fe trail, buffalo soldiers, Lincoln county war, Navajo long walk, 
Theodore Roosevelt and the rough riders, Robert Goddard, J. Robert Oppenheimer, Smokey Bear, Dennis 
Chavez, Manuel Lujan, Manhattan project, Harrison Schmitt, Albuquerque international balloon fiesta); 

2. 1D.7.1  Students will research historical events and people from a variety of perspectives:  
analyze and evaluate information by developing and applying criteria for selecting appropriate 
information and use it to answer critical questions; 

3. 2C.7.1  Students will understand how human behavior impacts man-made and natural 
environments, recognize past and present results and predict potential changes:  explain how 
differing perceptions of places, people and resources have affected events and conditions in the 
past; 

4. 4C.7.1   Students will describe the patterns of trade and exchange in early societies and 
civilizations and explore the extent of their continuation in today’s world:  explain how 
specialization leads to interdependence and describe ways most Americans depend on people in 
other households, communities and nations for some of the goods they consume; 

5. 4C.7.2   Students will describe the patterns of trade and exchange in early societies and 
civilizations and explore the extent of their continuation in today’s world:  understand the 
interdependencies between the economies of New Mexico, the United States and the world; 



If you use the Common Core standards, what standards does this lesson address? 
(Common Core Standards: http://www.corestandards.org/the-standards) 

English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects: 
1. Informational Reading.3.   Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and ideas 

in a text (e.g., how ideas influence individuals or events, or how individuals influence ideas 
or events). 

2. Writing.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-
specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

3. Speaking and Listening.1. Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-
on-one, in groups, and teacher led) with diverse partners on grade 7 topics, texts, and issues, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 
a.  Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly 

draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and 
reflect on ideas under discussion. 

b. Follow rules for collegial discussions, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, 
and define individual roles as needed. 

c.  Pose questions that elicit elaboration and respond to others’ questions and comments with 
relevant observations and ideas that bring the discussion back on topic as needed. 

d.  Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when warranted, modify their 
own views 

4. Language.3. Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, 
reading, or listening. 
a.  Choose language that expresses ideas precisely and concisely, recognizing and 

eliminating wordiness and redundancy. 
D. List the Resources Needed 

Student Activity Materials (pencils, paper, etc.):  
 Textbook:  The History of New Mexico Chapter 6—20th Century New Mexico pgs. 178-181 
 Supplement Text:  World War One 
 Note taking supplies 
 Handouts:  Chapter 6 Pretest, Chapter 6 Rubrics with list of projects 
Teaching Materials (books, videos, etc.):   
YouTube videos 
 Assassination of the Archduke Franz Ferdinand: 
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BCTIaiiGB4o  
  
 Back in the Day…the causes of World War I 
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=htyue8xRS7M  
 
 WWI Combat in Colour 1914-1918 
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uP_0DkpFOKs  
 
 WWI German subs vs. British Navy 
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uP_0DkpFOKs 
 
 Rare WWI Naval Sea Battle 
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ksVDe8znb5k 
 
 Armistice 1918 end of WWI Original Clip 
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Et0rzScSMzw 
 
 Sinking of the Lusitania and the Zimmerman Telegram 



 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TBjSeQ602ZI 
 
 U.S. Army 1st Aero Squadron:  Flying down Mexico way 
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OmpVGYyRBhk 
 
 Influenza Pandemic of 1918 
 http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-yH33-2K5bo  
 
The History or New Mexico Teacher Guide 
Websites (titles and URLs, please):   

  www.americanhistory.about.com/.../worldwari/.../causes-of-world...  
www.archives.gov/education/lessons/zimmerman 
www.eyewitnesshistory.com 
www.firstworldwar.com/source/.... 
www.historylearningsite.co.us>World War One 

Other:   
 
PART 2: THE LESSON 

 
E. Describe How to Conduct the Lesson 
Introduction / Hook for the Lesson:  

At the beginning of this lesson, I ...  
 
 

Learning Process (what you and the students do during the lesson):  
Chapter 6 Lesson 1 
 Establish vocabulary by content and academic. 
 Read together as a whole group Lesson 1 using the The History of New Mexico Audio Book 
 Discuss Lesson 1 using You Tube videos to add visual connection with the content. 
 
 

Lesson Conclusion (what you and the students do at the end of the lesson): 
Work on student selected projects from Chapter 6 Rubrics and Projects 
 
 

Follow-up Independent Work (if any): 
 
 
 

F. Describe the Learning Assessment 
What techniques, tools, measure, rubrics, scoring guides, etc. do you use to know if students made progress 
towards the learning objectives? (Provide any tools, if appropriate, for other teachers to use. Add additional 
pages or files if needed.) 

Student assessment consists of a pre-post vocabulary matching quiz, chapter exam, and student chosen 
projects. 
 


